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It’s All About the Ask 
 
 Many years ago, Central United Church in Barrie appointed me as volunteer Treasurer of the Church. 
It was a great experience because on a limited budget we had to make sure the Church was a going-concern, 
and still make sure everything got paid. As soon as I became Treasurer, I discovered the Church was $50,000 
in debt and had been for a few years. We discussed the issue amongst the Board and I suggested that if you 
want something, ask for it.  
 
 We selected the Chair of the Board to outline the severity of the situation every Sunday from the 
pulpit, and to appeal to raise enough funds to eliminate the debt. After a month of requests, the debt was 
paid off. Every week we let the congregation know how we were collectively doing. Every week the same 
appeal went out. Every week money kept coming in. It came from the unlikeliest of places. Widows whom I 
thought were in financial straits, gave four-figure donations. The Board was thrilled with the success of the 
drive and many years, thereafter the Church remained fiscally responsible.  
 
 Collectively, we have a community responsibility to raise $43 million for our hospital. It will take 
every person in our catchment area giving to reach our goal. There are 73,000 of us, Because of you, we can 
raise the funds needed. You can give a one-time donation or make a commitment over multiple years. If 
each of us gives our share, we will climb this mountain together and be very proud of the result. Please 
consider this as my respectful ask for your commitment to supporting Stevenson Memorial Hospital to 
receive its much-needed redevelopment and give to the Because of you, we can Campaign. 
 

Between May 9th and May 16th, 2021, 66 donors have contributed $7,234 to improving access to 
health care for all in our community.  

 
Thank you to all who have contributed: Anonymous, Mr. Charlie Borg, Paul Cotter,  

Mrs. Judy Goddard, Nigel Gripper, Joseph Gurowka, Mrs. Ann Hamby, Penny Mitchell, Mr. James Richey. 
 
DONATE TODAY: https://transformingstevenson.ca/donate-now/  

 
Dr. Ted Vandevis – SMHF Individual Giving Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
For more information: 
Melody McLean, CFRE 
Interim Executive Director 
Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation  
mmclean@smhosp.on.ca/cell: 705-220-0868 
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